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ABSTRACT
The purpose of this research was to analyze the content of privatization studies

in sports in Iran. The research method was quantitative and based on descriptive
content analysis. The statistical population included all privatization studies in
sports in Iran until the end of summer 2021. The sample size was equal to the
statistical population. To conduct this research, the websites of scientific-sports
journals were searched. However, in order to access research related to previous
years not available on the websites of scientific-sports journals, as well as for
other research, searches were conducted in various databases. Descriptive
statistics (charts and tables) from Excel software were used for data analysis.

The results showed that a total of 98 studies on the privatization of sports in Iran
were conducted and reported. Of these, 17.5% of the studies were related to the
privatization of football and football clubs, 22.5% were related to the
privatization of sports facilities, and 60% were related to other areas of sports
privatization. Another finding of this research was the very limited contribution
of theses and dissertations from university students. In general, the number of
98 studies from 1995 to the end of summer 2021, which spans approximately 26
years, does not indicate a substantial quantity. 24 studies addressed the obstacles
to sports privatization in Iran. One of the conclusions drawn from this research
is the identification of suitable areas for future privatization studies in sports in
Iran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Content analysis involves the transformation of
qualitative data into quantitative data, and then the
conversion of that quantitative data back into
qualitative insights. This method is commonly used in
process research, integrated research, fact-finding, and
assessing the degree of compliance of programs with
structural and content features and characteristics.
Content analysis is based on the assumption that
analyzing verbal messages can lead to the discovery of
meanings, preferences, attitudes, and ways of
understanding and organizing the world. Privatization
refers to the process of transferring business ownership
from the public sector (government) to the private
sector. In a broader sense, privatization encompasses
the transfer of any governmental task, such as revenue
generation and law enforcement, to the private sector.
In a study titled "Analysis of Underlying Factors for
Privatization in Iranian Sports," 41 concepts were
identified and categorized into five groups, including
financial market-related factors, managerial factors,
media factors, cultural factors, and legal factors.
Sports, as a major industry and a significant economic
resource in developed societies, are considered
important indicators of a country's development. The
privatization of sports facilities requires the
establishment of a transparent and equitable platform
to enable managers to privatize these facilities through
fair competition. Privatization plays a crucial role in
enhancing productivity in human resources, equipment
and facilities, management and planning, financial
resources, and user engagement. Key challenges
include prioritization, political and legal challenges,
economic challenges, socio-cultural challenges, and
technological challenges. For instance, the lack of a
structured privatization program and process is a
significant legal and political challenge, while the
undervaluation of sports in  socio-economic
development programs is a major socio-cultural
challenge. Additionally, the underutilization of
television broadcasts as a revenue source represents a
key economic challenge, and the limited access to
essential resources such as electricity and gas from the
government poses a significant technological
challenge. Analyzing the content of research
conducted in the field of sports privatization will
greatly contribute to the transformation of data into
knowledge and, ultimately, wisdom in the field of
sports management.

Methods
The research method employed in this study is
quantitative and is based on content analysis with a
descriptive approach. The statistical population
encompasses all privatization research in Iranian
Results

sports conducted until the end of summer 2021.
Descriptive statistics, including graphs and tables,
were utilized for data analysis using Excel software.
To gather the desired research material, the researchers
conducted a search on the websites of sports scientific-
research journals. Additionally, they sought research
related to previous years, not listed on the scientific-
research journal websites, and other relevant studies in
databases such as Meg Iran, Elam-Net, Normags, and
Civilica (a specialized publisher of conference
references in Iran). They also conducted searches on
Google, Google Scholar, and the databases of Payame
Noor University (Gigalib) and Shahid Beheshti
University. Furthermore, they searched for foreign
research published in various journals or international
congresses and conferences that focused on the
privatization of Iranian sports. The primary research
question driving this study is: What is the content of
research conducted in the field of privatization of
Iranian sports? The units of analysis in this research
encompass the research itself, the research process, the
research field, publication details, research methods,
statistical software, data collection tools, and
collaborative research. The units of analysis in this
research are as follows:

Research: This includes all research related to
privatization in Iranian sports, encompassing articles
in scientific research journals, articles in national and
international conferences (lectures and posters), as
well as master's theses and doctoral dissertations from
various universities.

Research trend: This refers to the trend of privatization
research in Iranian sports from the first research
conducted to the end of summer 2021.

Field of research: This pertains to the field in which
sports management research has been conducted and
includes all privatization research in Iranian sports.
Publication: This aspect focuses on the contribution of
universities for doctoral dissertations and master's
theses, journals for articles, and conferences and
congresses for posters, lectures, and seminars related
to privatization research in Iranian sports.

Research methods: This refers to the research methods
used in privatization research in Iranian sports.
Statistical software: This encompasses the software
utilized for data analysis in the context of Iranian
sports privatization research.

Data collection tools: This includes the tools used to
collect information for the research on privatization in
Iranian sports.

Co-study: This aspect refers to the gender status and
the number of authors or participants involved in
conducting research on the privatization of Iranian
sports.

The findings indicate that a total of 98 research studies
have been conducted in the realm of privatization of
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Iranian sports. It was observed that 17.5% of these
studies focused on the privatization of football and
football clubs, while 22.5% delved into the
privatization of sports facilities. The remaining 60% of
the research was dedicated to other aspects of sports
privatization (refer to Table 1). Notably, there was a
minimal representation of university students' theses
and dissertations in this body of research. The overall
quantity of studies conducted over the span of 26 years,
from 1995 to the end of the summer of 2021, is deemed

insufficient. Additionally, 24 studies specifically
addressed the barriers to the privatization of Iranian
sports.

Table 1 illustrates that 22.5% of the privatization
research in Iranian sports pertains to the privatization
of sports facilities, while 17.5% is focused on the
privatization of football and football clubs. The
majority, constituting 60% of the research, is dedicated
to the privatization of sports other than football and
sports facilities.

Table 1. Frequency and Percentage of Research on Privatization in Iranian Sports

Row Field of study frequency percentage
1 privatization of 2 15
sports places
privatization of 17
2 football and football 17.5
clubs
Privatization in other
3 field sports (except 59 60
sports places and
football)
Total 98 100

Conclusion

Overall, a total of 98 studies conducted from 1995 to
the end of summer 2021, spanning approximately 26
years, do not reflect a satisfactory quantity of research
in the field of privatization of Iranian sports.
Furthermore, the content analysis of the research
revealed that various stakeholders, including students,
university professors, sports directors, coaches, sports
experts, club boards, federation presidents, and other
professionals, have been consulted regarding the
privatization of sports entities such as clubs and
facilities. Notably, only one study has examined the
perspectives of investors, managers, and tenants of
sports venues. Content analysis, as a method, has
proven to be valuable in addressing a wide range of
questions that may not be feasible through other
research methods. Additionally, this approach can
sometimes unveil the authorship of texts where the
author is unknown and identify instances of
plagiarism. In examining the content of privatization
research in Iranian sports, it was observed that a study
titled "Study of obstacles and challenges to the
privatization of sports in Iran" was presented in 2015
at the Second International Conference on New
Research in Management, Economics, and Accounting
by one researcher. Subsequently, in 2016, another
researcher presented a study with a similar title and
abstract at the scientific research conference on new
findings of management, entrepreneurship, and
education in Iran. This issue warrants consideration by
conference organizers. The content analysis of
privatization research in Iranian sports from 1995 to
the conclusion of this research (end of summer 2021)
highlights the emergence of this field and the diverse
array of topics related to privatization in Iranian sports.

Over the years, these studies have yielded significant
insights, encompassing opportunities, challenges,
obstacles, priorities, requirements, pre-implementation
considerations, the role of various factors, and the
impact of privatization on different aspects of sports.
Although these research efforts appear disjointed and
disparate, it is evident that they contribute to the
integrated conceptual and cognitive development in
the field of privatization of Iranian sports.
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Table 4. Frequency and Percentage of Research on Privatization in Iranian Sports
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Figure 1. The trend of Privatization Research in Iranian Sports &
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