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ABSTRACT
Marketing in sports and within sports organizations plays a crucial role, and

today, sports marketing is taught at most universities across the country.
Therefore, any book that aims to specialize in this field deserves a thorough
review and examination. This study critiques the book "Sports Marketing
Management,” authored by Farahani and Ghorbani Ghahfarokhi, published in
2020 by Payam Noor University Publications in its sixth edition. The critique
utilized the book review checklist from the Council for the Review of Texts and
Books in Human Sciences, and multiple readings of the book were conducted
to identify errors. Based on the findings, the strengths of the book include its
practical content and the incorporation of various tables that enhance reader
comprehension. However, significant weaknesses were identified, including
issues and ambiguities related to citations and source referencing. Additionally,
structural weaknesses were noted, such as lexical errors, incomplete sentences,
and disorganized content. The simplistic design of the back cover and overall
cover of the book is another drawback. It is hoped that this critique, along with
an examination of the book's strengths and weaknesses, will contribute to
improving future editions and subsequent publications in the field.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Books can be categorized into educational and non-
educational types. Educational books are those that
are related to the educational system (Rahmani,
2012). A textbook is a standard work within a specific
subject or a teaching guide for a particular branch of
science, designed with specific goals, volume, and an
intended audience (Armand and Maleki, 2012).
According to Makudan (2014), textbooks are the
primary and most important educational materials
used in universities (quoted by Ghasemi, 2020: 365).
It is evident that educational systems, particularly
universities and higher education institutions, play a
significant role in achieving a desirable society and
hold particular importance (Tichler, 2006: 449). For
an educational system to undergo fundamental
transformation and progress, it must first critically
assess its curricula and the books included within
them. After every course, it is essential to review and
revise the materials based on the needs of society and
address any existing issues to ensure they are updated
accordingly. In this context, book reviews serve as
valuable tools for practitioners and authors in the
educational system to identify problems within
educational texts and make necessary corrections
(Hamtinezhad, Asheghi, Karimizad, n.d.: 7).

Methods

Regarding the book review, various methods were
employed by the researchers to critique "Sports
Marketing Management" through a combination of
"book review" and critical philosophical exploration.
Critical philosophical exploration involves searching
for logical foundations, guiding values, reasoning
methods, and norms that govern thought (Hargerson,
2007). As previously mentioned, the review of the
book was conducted following these steps:

1. Introduction of the authors or translators of the
work

2. Overview of the work

3. Description and analysis

4. Introduction of similar works

5. Formal analysis, addressing grammar and writing
issues

6. Content analysis of the work

7. Discussion and conclusion, including evaluation,
summary, and suggestions about the work

To gather research information, the researchers
utilized the book review checklist from the
Humanities Texts and Books Review Council of
Universities. Each dimension of the review has
specific criteria. In the formal aspect, criteria include
formal comprehensiveness, printing and technical
quality, adherence to general writing and editing
rules, and fluency and expressiveness. The content

dimension evaluates logical order and coherence, the
quality of sources used, scientific analysis of the
issues, innovation and novelty, foundational
assumptions, adherence to comprehensiveness, and
alignment with the latest guidelines from the Ministry
of Science, Research and Technology, as well as the
use of scientific tools and specialized terminology
(Ghasemi, 2020: 367). For data analysis, qualitative
content analysis and multiple re-readings of the work
were conducted. The identified qualitative issues
were then presented to eight graduate-level teachers
of sports marketing who were accessible to the
researchers. Using the Content Validity Ratio (CVR)
or Lawshe coefficient, the significance of the
identified content defects was assessed.

Results

Introducing the authors:

Abolfazl Farahani: Professor of Physical Education
Department of Payam Noor University of Tehran
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Chart 1. The number of Abolfazl Farahani's
researches (taken from www.Elmnet.ir)

Leila Ghorbani Ghahfarokhi: Assistant Professor of
Sports Management Department, Payam Noor Uni
versity, Hormozgan Province
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Chart 2. The number of researches of Leila Ghorbani
Ghahfarokhi (taken from www.Elmnet.ir)

The book under review, "Sports Marketing
Management," serves as a textbook reference for
students pursuing a Master's degree in Sports
Planning Management across all majors at Payam
Noor University. It consists of eight well-structured
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chapters, each focused on various aspects of sports
marketing.

Chapter Overview:

Chapter 1: Concepts and Definitions of Marketing in
Sports

This chapter introduces fundamental marketing
concepts and their specific applications in the sports
industry.

Chapter 2: Ways of Generating Income in Sports
The authors discuss privatization, its definition, and
goals, while also providing a historical overview of
privatization globally.

Chapter 3: Global and International Marketing in
Sports

Aimed at familiarizing readers with international
marketing fundamentals, this chapter covers global
definitions of sports marketing and the
responsibilities of international marketing managers.
Chapter 4: Pricing

This chapter presents the general principles of
pricing, objectives, and various influencing factors.
Chapter 5: Sports Tourism Marketing

A focus on tourism concepts, this chapter explores
marketing strategies specific to sports tourism.
Chapter 6: Sponsors in Sports

This chapter highlights sports sponsorship as a crucial
revenue source for professional sports, explaining
how organizations leverage sports for product
branding.

Chapter 7: Advertising

It discusses the basics and principles of advertising as
a component of the marketing mix.

Chapter 8: Sports Marketing Strategy - Familiarity
with Sales in a Competitive Market

The final chapter elaborates on diverse sports
marketing strategies and describes characteristics of
successful salespersons and the face-to-face sales
process.

Physical and Design Aspects:

Cover Design: The book features a high-quality
cardboard cover with a simple aesthetic typical of
publications from Payam Noor Publishing House.
However, the cover lacks an appealing design to
complement the title, with the title, authors, and
university logo prominently displayed for easy
identification in library settings.

Back Cover Design: The back cover contains only the
title and the authors' names, with minimal design
elements, resulting in a somewhat sparse appearance.
Page Layout and Quality: The volume and page count
are deemed appropriate for the content, with quality
typography and layout that facilitate reader
engagement. The detailed table of contents
effectively lists chapter specifics.

Preface: The book includes a preface outlining the
importance of marketing management in sports and
providing an overview of the book’s objectives.

Chapter Structure: While the book lacks a specific
introduction, it progresses directly into the chapters.
Each chapter begins with defined objectives, and
summaries with review questions are included at the
end, though there are no references for further reading
or research proposals.

Visuals and Illustrations:

The book effectively incorporates visuals, tables, and
diagrams, enhancing reader comprehension.
However, some illustrations, such as those on page
120 and page 191, are of low quality.

Writing Quality and Fluency:

The text is generally fluent and accessible, making it
easy for readers to grasp the material. Still, certain
inconsistencies and issues diminish the overall
smoothness:

Inconsistencies in Terminology: For instance, on
page 2, the terms "satisfaction of needs" are used
interchangeably but should be consistent throughout
the text.

Ambiguous Language: In several sections, vague
wording, such as “learn” on page 21 and “create a
strong position for himself” on page 40, detracts from
clarity.

Repetitions and Errors: Sentences are repeated on
pages 115 and 219, and grammatical issues, such as
verb tense consistency on page 56, need correction.
Lack of Sources: Multiple instances occur within
each chapter where information is presented without
citations, which is inappropriate for an academic text.
Below is a summary of pages lacking sources by
chapter:

Chapter 1: Pages 2, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 13, and 1740
Chapter 2: Pages 44, 45, 46, 48, 49, 51-59, 61-78
Chapter 3: Pages 84—109

Chapter 4: Pages 114, 116-122, 124-143

Chapter 5: Pages 146, 147, 148, 150, 151, 153, 155,
157,173, 181, 183

Chapter 6: Pages 190-198, 201-213

Chapter 7: Pages 217, 218, 220, 222, 224, 225, 226,
228,229-233

Chapter 8: Pages 237-260

Conclusion

Given the rapid advancement of marketing
management science and its significance in sports, it
is essential that sports management education
incorporates this discipline. To achieve greater
success, a deep understanding of marketing
management principles is necessary. In this context,
producing standard and up-to-date books that teach
the fundamentals of sports marketing management to
students and professionals in the field is a valuable
contribution to the development of our country's
sports industry. The book "Sports Marketing
Management," authored by Farahani and Ghorbani-
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Ghahfarokhi, published for the sixth time in 2020,
plays a crucial role in helping students become
familiar with marketing management concepts.
Evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of this book
can assist its authors in future editions. Additionally,
it can provide insights for other writers interested in
the field, enabling them to critique established works
and draw inspiration from these analyses. By
focusing on the strengths and addressing the
weaknesses, authors can contribute to the ongoing
development of sports marketing literature.
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Abolfazl Farahani, Book review, Leila Ghorbani
Ghahfarokhi, Payam Noor university, Sports
Marketing.
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Table 5. The Temporal Frequency of Persian Sources Used in the Book Under Review
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Table 6. The Temporal Frequency of English Sources Used in the Book Under Review
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