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ABSTRACT
The purpose of the present research was to present a model of prerequisites and

the effects of video assistant refereeing (VAR) in the development of
professional football. This research was conducted through qualitative research
of the grounded theory type, which is an exploratory method. In this study, the
model was developed through a review of the literature, exploratory interviews,
and data-driven analysis. To conduct the interviews, a comprehensive statistical
population of experts and professors in the field of sports management, who
had at least one research publication (research article, presentation, research
proposal, book authorship, or translation) in the subject area of the research,
was selected. Additionally, football referees and managers from the Iranian
Football Federation were included. Purposeful sampling was used to identify
these individuals. The sampling continued until theoretical saturation was
reached, and ultimately, a total of 18 participants (10 professors and 8 referees
and managers) were identified as the sample. Subsequently, the issues were
identified in the form of 12 themes and 48 conceptual codes, and were
incorporated into the six dimensions of the paradigm model. Factors such as
attitudinal, managerial, and media factors were influential on the use of VAR
in the development of professional football in Iran. To this end, strategies were
proposed, and these strategies were influenced by contextual conditions
(infrastructural and cultural) as well as interventionist conditions (human,
equipment, legal, and economic). Identifying prerequisites can provide a basis
for effective planning for the implementation of this technology, and
investigating its effects can lead to efforts to minimize negative consequences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Understanding the relationships between the
structures presented in the conceptual model can
assist sports managers and officials in designing
programs and strategies to attract more fans and build
their loyalty. The football industry has created a
conducive environment with the proliferation of
communication facilities such as mobile phones and
the Internet, as well as the specialization of sports
activities and their numerous attractions. The use of
video assistant referees in Iran's premier football
league is a crucial issue that should be promptly
addressed, aligning with other countries in the world
and Asia to foster the development of the country's
football. For several years, video assistant referees
have been employed in many prestigious football
competitions worldwide, including the World Cup
and various football leagues. Notably, in Asia, video
assistant referee technology has been utilized in
esteemed leagues such as the Asian Club Cup, and in
the leagues of China, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South
Korea, the United Arab Emirates, among others.

Methods

This study is a qualitative research endeavor aimed at
developing a model of prerequisites and effects of the
video assistant referee in the professional football
domain. The research adopts a qualitative approach of
the grand theory type, employing an exploratory
method. The study involves an analysis of literature
and exploratory interviews to construct the
prerequisites model and examine the effects of the
video assistant referee in professional football,
utilizing the data-based and thematic analysis
methods.

The research population comprises experts and
professors in the field of sports management who
have contributed to the subject area through research
publications (e.g., research articles, presentations,
research proposals, book authorship, or translations),
as well as football referees and administrators from
the Iranian Football Federation. The purposeful

Results

The descriptive analysis of the research sample's
demographic characteristics revealed a predominance
of male participants (94.4%) and a majority with
doctorate-level education (61.1%). Subsequently, 12
categories and 48 conceptual codes were identified
and integrated into the 6 dimensions of the paradigm
model. The study highlighted the influence of
attitudinal, managerial, and media factors on the
adoption of video assistant referee technology in the
development of professional football in Iran. To
address this, proposed strategies were found to be
impacted by background conditions (such as
infrastructure and culture) and intervening conditions
(including human resources, equipment, legal

Despite being one of the best leagues in Asia, Iran's
premier football league still lacks video assistant
referees. It is evident that refereeing in Iran's premier
football league encounters numerous challenges, with
many players and coaches attributing losses to
refereeing decisions, which adversely impacts the
referees' performance. Given the experience of other
prestigious leagues (e.g., Football World Cup, Asian
Champions League) equipped with video assistant
referee technology and the necessity to adapt to such
conditions, Iran’s premier football league should also
integrate this technology. However, despite the
positive outcomes of most research on the application
of this technology in professional football, the
required resources and infrastructure have yet to be
provided in the country, resulting in suboptimal
utilization of this technology in professional football
in Iran. Furthermore, a significant challenge in the
realm of refereeing is the lack of familiarity with
information technology among most referees, leading
to resistance toward its use

sampling method was employed to identify these
individuals, and the sampling continued until
theoretical saturation was achieved. Ultimately, 18
participants (10 professors and 8 referees and
administrators) were selected as the sample.

Prior to conducting the interviews, a letter, bearing
the researcher's signature, was sent to the participants,
outlining the ethical obligation to maintain the
confidentiality of the interview content and
participant details. Additionally, all interviews were
recorded with the participants’ consent and
subsequently analyzed to extract key points. During
the interviews, participants were prompted to provide
their opinions on introducing new components or
indices, or confirming the collected components and
indicators, to facilitate the development of the
prerequisites and effects model of the video assistant
referee in professional football.

frameworks, and economic factors). Implementing
these strategies is expected to facilitate the adoption
of this technology and mitigate potential negative
consequences, ultimately contributing to the
advancement of professional football in Iran.
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Conclusion

The introduction of video assistant referee technology
has far-reaching implications for our country's
professional football, including bolstering fan and
athlete confidence, minimizing human errors by
referees, reducing on-field tension stemming from
refereeing mistakes, maintaining relative calm among
spectators, and promoting fairness and justice during
matches. Moreover, it serves to enhance referee
confidence, increase playing time, and temper the
excitement of the game. However, in today's rapidly
evolving global landscape, characterized by dynamic
shifts in global policies, competition, technology, and
social and economic trends, the demands and
expectations of fans and athletes within the
competitive arena have expanded significantly
compared to previous decades. These changes
necessitate a corresponding shift in management
styles and approaches, as well as the adoption of
cutting-edge  technological  tools, compelling
organizations to enhance their forecasting, learning,
and adaptability to external influences.
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In this context, contemporary sports organizations are
constantly exposed to transformative shifts and
diverse demands, driven by the evolution of state-of-
the-art technologies and the evolving expectations of
the sports community. Consequently, these
organizations must enhance their operational
performance through the application of information
technology and other scientific methodologies to
maintain their standing and achieve success in
fulfilling their organizational mission. The existing
disparity between the desired and actual state of
information technology within the country's sports
sector has led to challenges in the adoption of modern
management and development systems, impeding the
provision of high-quality services and effective
competition within the dynamic sporting landscape of
today. This discrepancy presents a significant hurdle
that needs to be addressed. Additionally, it is crucial
to recognize that referees represent a vital and
valuable human resource within competitive sports.
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Table 2. Validity and Reliability of the Qualitative Part in Summary
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Figure 2. Conceptual Model of Presenting the Model of Prerequisites and Effects of Video Assistant Referee in the
Development of Professional Football
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1. Football International Federation Association (FIFA)
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