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Abstract

The media play an important role in identity construction
and sports promotion in society. The purpose of this study was
to identify the performance of the media in reflecting the sports
identity and encouraging people to participate in sports. The
method of this research was exploratory mixed research. The par-
ticipants in the interview of qualitative section consisted of 27
professionals and athletes who were purposefully selected. The
population in the survey consisted of athletes who were mem-
bers of national teams or those who were invited to the national
team camps, in adition to the coaches and veterans of 13 different
sports. The research tools in the qualitative section were audio
recording and semi-structured questions, and for the quantitative
part was a researcher-made questionnaire. The results showed
that the role of media was categorized in two themes including
of cultural development and sports management methods. As the
same way promotion categorized in two sub-themes including of
marketing and public participation. Also findings showed that the
most significant focus of media was on introducing sports heroes.
It is suggested that the media should pay more attention to cul-
tural values of sports in order to attract young people to sporting
activities.
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Table 1- Details of the Participants in the Research
Interview Section
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Figure 1- Thematic Map of the Role of Media in Sports
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Table 2- Frequency Distribution and Frequency Percent-
age of Community Members by Sport
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Table 3- Frequency Distribution and Frequency Percent-
age by Organizational Position
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Table 5- Prioritize Different Media Roles in Team Disciplines
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Table 6- Prioritization of Different Media Roles in Individual Disciplines
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