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ABSTRACT

The present study aimed to analyze the content of sports genre movies. The
research method was qualitative content analysis, and 8 movies were
purposefully selected and analyzed. The findings showed that the content of
Iranian sports genre movies includes 14 sub-themes and six main themes:
representation of the coach-athlete relationship (coach support for athletes and
athlete commitment to the coach), representation of athletes' personal lives
(violation of civil rights, family problems, and the centrality of female athletes),
representation of the challenges of athlete participation in the sports environment
(cultural-social restrictions and religious restrictions), representation of protest
and support (support of the sports community and protest of the sports
community), representation of the problems of Iranian sports (corruption and
violation, and sports financial issues), and representation of sports political
issues (national identity and nationalism, deployment problems, conflicts, and
abuse). The present study has provided important applications for the academic
community, sports and non-sports organizations and managers, both
theoretically and practically. In the theoretical dimension, the present study has
provided new insights into the intersection of sports and film, introduced a new
line of research for sports science researchers in Iran, and provided a platform
for applied academic research. In the practical dimension, it has also provided
practical and executive suggestions for individuals including directors,
producers, and writers interested in the sports genre, and sports managers and
organizations including the Ministry of Sport and Youth, and non-sports
organizations such as the Iranian Broadcasting Corporation, and has provided a
better roadmap for them to support the production of sports genre films.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Sports-themed films that penetrate the box office often attract the attention of researchers for

studies. The reason for this is that something extraordinary and real usually becomes an interesting
field of study and provides new knowledge that is useful for the development of a particular
science. Researchers tend to study film and sports from different perspectives. While abroad, this
field of research has attracted the attention of many researchers. A review of the literature in this
field is a testament to this. Despite the great importance and diverse application of film in the sports
industry, unfortunately, the intersection of film and cinema with sports has been neglected by
researchers in sports management and sociology and has not been discussed and studied
academically in the country. Therefore, the production of sports films can be very important. In this
regard, the present study was conducted to analyze the content of cinema films with a selected
sports genre in Iran.

Method
The research method in this study is qualitative content analysis. Qualitative content analysis is a

method used to systematically explain information and reveal hidden meanings, as well as to
understand some terms and words. In this regard, content analysis of cinematic works can tell us
the director's overt and covert thoughts and messages. However, the recipient must have the ability
to combine and format his or her intention and organize the material in such a way that the
recipient can capture and understand it. Therefore, the content analyst of cinematic works must pay
attention to the content of meaning transfer. The statistical population of the present study is all
Iranian-made motion pictures in the field of sports that have had a significant impact on public
culture and have attracted many audiences. The statistical sample includes the top 8 motion
pictures: The Finish Line, Orca, Tsunami, Offside, Cold Sweat, Young Lions, Wild Jasmine, and
Sweet Canary. The reason for choosing these films can be explained based on indicators such as
film rating, sales, number of viewers, etc. The analysis of sports films can have various goals that
lead to a better understanding of this genre and its effects on society and audiences in various fields
such as cultural, psychological, social, structural, political, religious, etc. After selecting the final
sample, the units of analysis were categorized into sequence, theme, character, dialogue, and
itemization and placed under the context units. Following this, coding was performed.

Findings

Since the qualitative research process (here, the content analysis technique) is nonlinear, the
coding process was repeated many times until the extracted codes were obtained in the form of
open, axial, and selective codes. The findings indicate that the content of 8 Iranian sports movies
includes 14 subthemes and 6 main themes: representation of the coach-athlete relationship (coach
support for athletes and athlete commitment to the coach), representation of athletes' personal lives
(violation of civil rights, family problems, and the pivotal ability of female athletes),
representation of the challenges of athlete participation in the sports environment (cultural-social
restrictions and religious restrictions), representation of protest and support (support of the sports
community and protest of the sports community), representation of the problems of Iranian sports
(corruption and violation, and financial issues of sports), and representation of political issues of
sports (national identity and nationalism, problems of dispatch, and conflicts and abuse), which
will be explained below.



Conclusion

The films attempted to portray the challenges of reaching professional athletes and championing
sports in various cultural, social, economic, political, legal, and religious contexts, and to take a
critical view of the current situation in all areas, including civil rights, cultural, social, religious,
financial, and sports infrastructure restrictions, and to provide a platform for the sports community
to protest these practices and to provide an escape from the process of immigration and asylum of
Iranian athletes. Finally, most of the films attempted to present sports and athletes as a tool for
strengthening national identity and nationalism, and a source of national pride and social
happiness. In addition, it can be said that what was not addressed in the films were topics such as
training in sports techniques and tactics, issues related to sports psychology, talent identification,
athlete nutrition, technology, factors related to high-level sports performance, etc. As a result, to
improve the economic situation and develop the sports film industry, governments should provide
financial support to relevant markets and sports film producers so that they can create their works.
Also, due to the lack of academic research, the Ministry of Sports and Youth, the Iranian Institute
of Physical Education and Sports Sciences should make the production of sports genre films the
focus of its research priorities, so that scientific literature and theoretical foundations in this field
can be prepared in a short time, so that it can be a roadmap for the actions of sports and non-sports
organizations such as the Iranian Broadcasting Corporation.
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Table 1. Characteristics of content-analyzed sports genre films
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Table 2. Content coding of sports genre movies
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Figure 1. Content framework of Iranian sports genre films
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