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ABSTRACT

purpose of this research is to identify factors influencing the promotion of
media support for karate talent management programs in the country. The
study is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative in approach, employing
thematic analysis. Participants included sports management and sports media
professors with at least two related research projects, as well as managers of
the Karate Federation and provincial boards (16 individuals). Purposeful
sampling was used. Data analysis was conducted through the continuous
comparison method using Atlas software. The thematic analysis revealed that
financial, managerial, infrastructural, attitudinal, cultural-social, sports
technical, and media technical factors are key dimensions of the media
support promotion model for karate talent management programs. Utilizing
media capacity in talent management can leverage their educational,
motivational, and informational strengths to enhance the quality of talent
search programs and provide a foundation for their development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The success of countries in international sports
not only has social and economic impacts but
also symbolizes national stability and overall
capabilities. High investment in competitive and
professional sports often stems from this
recognition. Athletic success depends on at least
three factors: 1. inherent talent, 2. favorable
psychological conditions, and 3. mastery of
technical skills. Many coaches and experts
consider innate or congenital talent to be the
most critical factor. Talent scouting is not a new
concept; historically, coaches have informally
evaluated individuals' physical and mental
qualities for about fifty years. However, formal
talent scouting programs emerged around 1970,
notably in Eastern European countries such as
Russia, East Germany, and Bulgaria. The
outcomes of these programs were remarkable—
most medalists at the 1972 Olympics, especially
from East Germany, were selected scientifically.
Similarly, Bulgaria’s success in the 1976
Olympics in medal-winning sports had nearly
80% of its medalists identified through talent
selection processes.

Methods

The current research adopts a qualitative
approach, utilizing thematic analysis to code and
identify effective factors. It is interpretive in
nature, aiming to uncover the factors influencing
media support for karate talent management
programs through inductive coding of data from
semi-structured interviews. The statistical
population includes sports management and
sports media professors with at least two related
research projects, as well as the director and
vice-presidents of the Karate Federation and
provincial boards. Sampling was purposeful,
based on feasibility. The sample size was
determined Dby theoretical saturation, with
interviews conducted until no new factors
emerged—the 16th interview concluded the data
collection. Interviews were held in person or by
phone (due to the remoteness of some
participants), lasting between 20 and 60 minutes.

Results

During the interview process and after data
collection, the interviews were transcribed,
categorized, and organized. Notes taken during
interviews helped complete the thematic themes.
Using thematic analysis, the content was further
categorized and interpreted in line with the

research objectives. By thoroughly reviewing the
initial interviews, all independent ideas,
concepts, and key points were identified as basic
themes. These basic themes were then grouped
into organizational themes, which were labeled
accordingly. The analysis revealed that financial,
managerial, infrastructural, attitudinal, cultural-
social, sports technical, and media technical
factors are key dimensions of media support for
karate talent management programs in the
country. Leveraging media capacity in these
programs can enhance their educational,
motivational, and informational  impact,
ultimately improving the quality of talent search
initiatives and their development.

Conclusion

To enhance program quality, the involvement of
experts in both media and sports disciplines is
essential. Forming integrated teams that include
media specialists and karate experts can lead to
effective  content  production,  fostering
motivation, knowledge, and enthusiasm among
talents. Improving this field’s potential and
encouraging continued training requires a
strategic, long-term approach involving human,
infrastructural, financial, and media resources.
Managers and officials of the Karate Federation
should facilitate adequate media support for
talent search programs and create a conducive
environment for talent development, thereby
promoting the growth and success of karate in
the country.

KEYORDS
Talent  Search, Sports Media, Karate
Infrastructure, Sports Talent.
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Table 2. Demographic characteristics of research samples
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Table 3. An example of themes extracted from the interview text
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