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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the interaction
between championship sports and social unity, emphasizing the role of
sports media. This research was applied, qualitative, field-library and
thematic analysis. The participants of research were professors and
experts in sports management, media and sociology and managers and
activists in the field of sports media, 23 of whom were selected by a
targeted and snowball method and considering theoretical saturation.
The data collection tool was a semi-structured in-depth interview, and
in order to analyze the data, thematic analysis method was used with
Attride-Stirling (2001) approach. The results showed that with
emphasis on the role of sports media, the effective components of
championship sports on social unity include being a role model (power
of influence, honoring the value and condemning the worthless and
dependent), creating empathy (strengthening the national spirit,
strengthening social cohesion, increasing national unity and
strengthening national pride), inclusiveness (being visible and having a
large audience), multidimensionality (physical dimension and spiritual-
psychological dimension) and social factors (increasing vitality and
reducing abnormality) and the effective components of social unity on
championship sports including support (increasing support of fans,
creating and supporting policies), acceptability (social acceptability and
financial acceptability), contagiousness (contagion of unity from
society to sports and a sense of responsibility) and management (how
to hold competitions, sports equipment and facilities) championship
and performance). Therefore, it is possible to achieve success in both
aspects of championship sports and social unity by paying attention to
the effective components in this interaction.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, the media is a part of the physical life of the people; also, the media, as a part of the new
structure of society and one of the comprehensive and widespread devices available to everyone in all
countries, play a sensitive and important role in various political, cultural, social, and economic fields,
and one of the important points in this field that has been discussed in the current research is the
interaction that sports and social unity can have with each other. Social unity in the word means unity,
agreement, and loyalty, which is caused by interests, feelings, sympathy, and common actions. Social
unity is one of the most important ideas and aspirations that people have been searching for. The Holy
Qur'an also contains many instructions in this important field. Achieving social unity will result in
fruitful effects and results, such as security and peace, dismantling the domination of foreigners and
colonialists, maintaining stability and strength, and maintaining strength and courage. Despite the high
importance of sports, especially athletic sports, as well as the media in social conditions and
developments, as well as the role of social unity in all fields and industries, no research has been done
on the interaction between athletic sports and social unity and the role of sports media in this
interaction. This is despite the fact that both the proper performance of athletic sports and the
achievement of high social unity are the main goals and concerns of any society, especially the
modern society of Iran. In this regard, the present research was conducted with the aim of
investigating the interaction between athletic sports and social unity, with an emphasis on the role of
sports media.

Methods

The goal of the current study was achieved by the application of a theme analysis type of strategy,
field-library data collection methodology, purpose, and qualitative data type. A targeted and snowball
strategy was used to choose participants for the present study, which comprised managers and
activists in the sports media area as well as faculty members and specialists in the fields of sports
management, media, and sociology. Experts in the fields of sports management, sports media, and
sociology were chosen based on their experience and areas of interest. They took part in semi-
structured, in-depth interviews for this study. The number of interviewees was also determined after
conducting the interview and reaching the theoretical saturation of the research constructs, which was
achieved after interviewing 23 people. The data collection tool was a semi-structured, in-depth
interview. In the current research, the data format was audio, and the data collection tool was an
interview and thematic analysis tactic. In this research, through semi-structured interviews with
experts, the factors affecting the interaction of championship sports and social unity were identified
with an emphasis on sports media, and to check the validity and reliability of the research tool, the
four elements of credibility, transferability, reliability, and verification were used. was approved.
Also, according to experts, theme analysis and coding review (retest reliability) were also used, and
the retest reliability rate was 0.92. In order to analyze the data, the thematic analysis method was used
with the Attride-Stirling (2001) approach. In this way, the conducted interviews were coded, and
according to the codes obtained from this stage, the basic themes, organizing themes, and inclusive
themes were identified, respectively, and finally, the model of the interaction of championship sports
and social unity with an emphasis on sports media was obtained.

Results

In total, the coding results were obtained in 71 basic themes, 23 organizing themes, and 9 inclusive
themes. The results showed that with emphasis on the role of sports media, the effective components
of championship sports on social unity include being a role model (power of influence, honoring the
value and condemning the worthless and dependent), creating empathy (strengthening the national
spirit, strengthening social cohesion, increasing national unity and strengthening national pride),
inclusiveness (being visible and having a large audience), multidimensionality (physical dimension
and spiritual-psychological dimension) and social factors (increasing vitality and reducing
abnormality) and the effective components of social unity on championship sports including support
(increasing support of fans, creating and supporting policies), acceptability (social acceptability and
financial acceptability), contagiousness (contagion of unity from society to sports and a sense of



responsibility) and management (how to hold competitions, sports equipment and facilities
championship and performance).

Conclusion

In general, based on the results of the research, it can be concluded that athletics sports and social
unity are always interacting with each other and influencing each other in different ways, which can
be determined by paying attention to the effective components of this interaction that were identified
in the current research, provided success in both aspects of athletics sports and social unity. It is worth
noting that the current research, like other research, faced limitations; the reluctance of some experts,
especially in the field of sociology, to participate in the interviews of the current research was the
most important limitation of the research, which made the process of data collection time-consuming
and difficult, which in this context It is suggested that future researchers, if possible, provide the
process of access to more experts by attracting the support of organizations involved in athletic sports
and social unity. Another limitation of the present study is related to the generalization of the results.
In fact, the current research examines the interaction between athletic sports and social unity in Iran,
and the generalization of the results of this research to other sports fields such as general or
educational sports as well as other societies (such as foreign countries) will be accompanied by
limitations, which is suggested for future researchers to conduct similar research in other sports areas
such as general and educational sports.
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Figure 1. The Interaction of Athletics Sport and Social Unity Model with
Emphasis on the Role of Sports Media
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