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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted with the aim of sociological analysis of the
behavior of Iranian fans in the face of sports legends, especially during
the presence of Cristiano Ronaldo in Iran. The qualitative, exploratory
research method was conducted in this research. Hence, ten university
academic members as well as specialists in the field of sports sociology
were selected by non-accidentally, purposeful method. Then, selected
experts participated in in-depth semi-structured interviews. After
confirming the validity of the interviews (by two experts in sports
sociology) and confirming the reliability of the interviews (by the
method of intra-subject agreement), the information obtained from the
interviews was coded using MAXQDA version 10 software. From the
total concepts obtained, eight main categories (characteristics of the
legend, media, political, cultural, social, managerial, psychological,
economic) and 41 concepts were obtained. Factors such as weakness in
the education system, lack of attention to Iran's rich Islamic history in
the field of education, media weakness in the field of advertising and
education, economic problems and shortcomings, social problems, and
perhaps political orientations are among the factors influencing the
inappropriate behavior of Iranian sports fans. Also, the improper
performance in the management of this event, which was caused by the
weakness in the implementation of scientific management, the lack of
attention to the concepts of performance management, along the lack of
meritocracy in the field of sports management in that country, was
recognized as other factors affecting the inappropriate behavior of
Iranian fans in the face of sports legends.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The word "legend" refers to a person who, in addition to the distinctive and positive characteristics
they have in their profession, has a strong and influential personality and is also known as a role
model. The rich history of Iran is full of myths that are always praised by the people. Myths that are
known not only in Iran but all over the world. Legends such as Ferdowsi, Kaveh Ahangar, Korosh
Kabir, and Arash Kamangir are examples of Iranian legends who always keep the name of Iran alive.
In the history of Iranian sports, there are legends such as Jahan Pahlavan Takhti, Ali Daei, Hossein
Rezazadeh, and Hadi Saee, who are respected and appreciated not only in Iran but also in the whole
world. The presence of sports legends in every country is important in different ways. Because, on the
one hand, the presence of sports legends in each country is proof of the desirability of that country,
and on the other hand, from the point of view of advertising, countries can reflect their infrastructure,
facilities, tourism, and culture in the world at the lowest price and easily. Hence, different countries,
especially Arab countries, in recent years, on the pretext of holding various competitions and inviting
leading legends in the world, especially famous sports figures, country and culture, and others. Even
in Iran, due to the sanctions caused by the Western countries and inappropriate propaganda of foreign
media against Iran, there has been no possibility and conditions for the presence of sports legends like
in other countries. But in a rare event on the sidelines of the Asian Champions League in 2023
Cristiano Ronaldo, one of the most popular sports legends in the world, came to Iran to hold a football
match with the Persepolis team. It was expected that Iran and especially the Ministry of Sports and
Youth in that country would take maximum advantage of this event and try as much as possible to
promote the potential of sports and the country of Iran. Unfortunately, despite the expectations of the
country's sports community, this event was not used as it should be. The lack of proper management
and lack of proper planning caused Ronaldo's presence in Iran to have no achievements for Iran, and
on the other hand, it gave a false image to the people and the culture of Iranian people should be
spread in the world. According to the above-mentioned contents, the current research was conducted
with the topic of sociological analysis of Iranian fans' behavior in the face of sports legends (case
study: Cristiano Ronaldo).

Methods

The qualitative, exploratory research method was conducted in this research. The total population of
the present study was experts in the field of sports and sociology. The sampling method was non-
accidentally, purposefully, and until theoretical saturation was reached, ten people participated in the
interviews as participants. To carry out the research, after designing the questions and drafting the
interview protocol, in-depth and semi-structured interviews were conducted with experts in the field
of sports sociology and sports management who are aware of the research topic. The validity of this
research was obtained through interviews with experts in the field of sociology, and in addition, the
research process was studied and reviewed by two professors of the university who are knowledgeable
in the relevant field and confirmed with items for correction and change. To calculate the reliability of
the conducted interviews, the within-subject agreement method was used, the value of which is 83%,
and it can be claimed that the reliability of the analysis of the interviews is confirmed.

Results

At the end of the coding process, 8 main categories and 41 concepts were extracted from the
interviews. Based on the results of the coding of the interviews conducted in this research, the main
categories included the characteristics of the legend, media, political, cultural, social, managerial,
psychological, and economic, which are the factors influencing the behavior of Iranian sports fans in
the face of the sports legends.

Conclusion

In this research, the presence of Al-Nasr sports team in Iran along with the football legend "Cristiano
Ronaldo” and the challenging hosting and inappropriate behavior of the fans and relevant officials
were investigated from a sociological point of view. Factors such as weakness in the education
system, lack of attention to Iran's rich Islamic history in education and media, and economic, social,



and political problems and shortcomings have been effective in investigating the causes of fans'
unusual behavior. Also, the weakness in scientific and practical management, along with the lack of
meritocracy in choosing the appropriate management, were among the reasons that affected this event.
In any case, the presence of famous international figures in every country is an important opportunity
for countries to reflect their assets to the world in the presence of sports legends and with media tools.
The case was not properly observed and was not carried out during Ronaldo's presence in Iran.
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Figure 3. Paradigm model of sociological analysis of Iranian fans' behavior in the face of sports legends
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Figure 4. Examples of the behavior of fans and managers of events to welcome Cristiano Ronaldo
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