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ABSTRACT
The purpose of the current research is to analyze the media, social and

personality aspects of the legend of wrestling. The research method was
mixed and sequential exploratory. The interviews were used in the
gualitative part and Delphi method was used in the quantitative part. The
research population in the qualitative part was specialists in media and
sports marketing, professors and experts in the field of wrestling. The
sampling method was purposeful and snowball until theoretical saturation
was reached, and 19 interviews were conducted at the end. The research
tool in the gquantitative section was a questionnaire with 3 indicators and
66 criteria which was answered by 12 experts in the form of a two-step
Delphi questionnaire.In the qualitative section, MAXQDA 2020 software
was used to code and present the model, and in the quantitative section,
SPSS version 26 software was used for descriptive analysis. The findings
showed that the important components in the media and political
dimension include: presence in radio and television, being away from the
gossip, excellent communication with the environment outside of sport. in
the personality dimension: healthy lifestyle, heroic character, being
philanthropic, interested in the wrestling family and the Social
personality, having a sense of responsibility towards the happenings of
the society, considering himself a part of the people in the society.
According to the results, it is suggested that Hasan Yazdani to teach
wrestling coaches as teacher.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Personal brand is a combination of all expectations,
images, and perceptions about a character (Nazemi &
colleagues, 2020). Athletes attract significant interest
from the public, which can be used to create highly
distinctive sports brands. By launching social media
platforms, athletes have the opportunity to promote
their personal brands and also engage consumers.
Social media plays a crucial role in developing athlete
brands, and platforms primarily used in empirical
research have been examined, showing Instagram and
Twitter as the two main platforms for athlete branding
(Moratido, 2023). According to research (Zand and
colleagues, 2022), advertising through social media is
one of the best and most recognized promotional
activities. Studies have shown that advertising through

Methods

The current research was based on a mixed and
quantitative qualitative research in the inductive
analogical paradigm and with the fuzzy Delphi
method. The research community in the
qualitative part were experts in the field of
media and sports marketing, professors and
experts in the field of wrestling, and according
to the purpose of the research, sampling was
done in the form of It was done purposefully
using the snowball technique and with 19
people. The sample size was determined using
the principle of theoretical saturation, and no
new factors were identified in the interview with
the 16 Th and 17th participants, and the
interview process was completed with the 19th
participant. For the accuracy of coding and
extraction of concepts, the codes obtained from
the interviews were again provided to the
interviewees to ensure the verification of the
extracted codes by the interviewees.Then, a

Results

Considering the concepts derived from tables through
interviews with experts and research, Hassan Yazdani
possesses unique and significant characteristics in the
physical, personal, social, media, and political
dimensions. Based on the above findings in the
political, media, and personality aspects, features such
as excellent relationships with individuals outside the
sports environment have contributed to his increased
popularity. Sports and wrestling are not limited to the
wrestling mat and gym space alone; their connections
extend beyond the world of sports to fans, which is also
emphasized in research (Naghavi et al., 2018). With
factors such as Hassan Yazdani's excellent
relationships with people outside the sports domain and
political support for him, it is suggested that he, as a
representative of athletes and even fans, relay sports-
related issues and problems that most coaches and gym

social media can have a positive impact on brand
formation. Effective advertising through social media
iS necessary to improve brand building (Karimi and
colleagues, 2022). The goals of this research include
identifying the dimensions of personal branding of
professional athletes, a case study: Hassan Yazdani in
the sports industry and prioritizing the identification of
personal branding dimensions of professional athletes
as well as the questions in this research include
recognizing the factors affecting personal brand
construction, how personal brand growth and
development of professional athletes occurs, and how
to contribute to community on understanding the
dimensions of brand building for professional athletes.

questionnaire with 73 questions in three
political, media, social and personality
indicators was designed through the codes
obtained from the interview and review of 32
articles from domestic and foreign reputable
journals from 1995 to 2023. The political media
dimension has 8 codes, the social dimension has
9 codes, and the personality dimension has 49
codes. Due to the large number of findings, it is
necessary to mention that the codes above 0.7
were confirmed and the Delphi part was done in
two stages. In the first stage, the questionnaire
was created by the researcher in the form of two
options, agree or disagree, and in the next stage,
it was a five-point Likert scale. The statistical
population in the Delphi method was 12 experts
in the sport of wrestling. It should be noted that
the 2020 Maxqda software was used in the
qualitative section and the Spss version 26
software was used in the quantitative section.

owners face, such as sporting equipment facilities or
the shortage of sports facilities, to relevant officials and
assist them. Hassan Yazdani is a brand, and his
associates in the sports field can leverage his
credibility, for instance, by constructing sports
facilities named after Hassan Yazdani in various
locations for marketing purposes, attracting more
athletes, and developing sports facilities. Political
astuteness and popularity despite setbacks among the
people are important characteristics of him in the
political-media aspect, which play a significant role in
shaping his personal brand. Additionally, his presence
in the media attracts audiences to sports media.
Yazdani considers himself the youngest son of this
family; for example, he dedicated his victory medal in
the battle against the American wrestler Taylor to the
family of the martyred commander Sardar Soleimani



and wrote on his social media that martyrs are real
champions. Based on the findings, it can boldly be
stated that Hassan Yazdani's populism and his likable
wrestling style are among the reasons for his fame and
popularity among other wrestlers in the wrestling field.
From a technical standpoint, if we were to discuss the
technical aspects of Hassan Yazdani's wrestling, one of
his main characteristics is his offensive wrestling style,
which is unique to him and Yazdani's wrestling style.
Alongside being offensive, his grasp of wrestling and
decision-making power is very high and rapid. Perhaps

these elements are akin to the skills of a coach that
should be reinforced in athletes, and Hassan Yazdani
can help individuals grow stronger by teaching not
only techniques and tactics but also helping them
enhance their decision-making abilities. The current
suggestion could be that, given his quick decision-
making power and good understanding of wrestling, he
could be invited to act as a successful coach and
athlete, imparting essential techniques to coaches and
providing them with a knowledge enhancement course
to improve in this field and increase their knowledge.

Table 1. Research Results

Average Rank Components Dimensions Obtained
417 Warrior Spirit
4/6 Style of Wrestling
4/6 Hardworking Personality Dimension
4/6 Family-Friendly Wrestling
4/6 Consistency in Competitions
4/6 Flexibility
4/6 Low-key Behavior
4/4 Advertising through Social Media Media-Political Dimension
4/4 Presence in Broadcasting
4/4 Communication Style
4/4 Being a Super Brand
4/4 Most Medal Winner Wrestler Social Dimension
4/2 Social Aspect
4/2 Most Honorable Iranian Wrestler
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Table 2. Demographic characteristics of participants in the interview
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Table 3. Selected codes, concepts, categories and extracted dimensions of the social dimension
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